Introduction
A male specimen of Buprestis subgenus Akiyamaia was unexpectedly collected by the junior author from a subalpine forest in Chayu area, south-eastern Tibet, belonging to an undescribed species. Considering that nearly all species of the subgenus Akiyamaia are very rare in nature and additional specimens are unlikely to be available in the near future, the authors decided to describe this new species.
The subgenus Akiyamaia Kurosawa, 1988 (type species: Buprestis mirabilis Kurosawa, 1969) was originally established as one of the four subgenera of the genus Cypriacis Casey, 1909 (type species: Anchylocheira lauta LeConte, 1854 = Buprestis aurulenta Linnaeus, 1767) (sensu Kurosawa 1988) . Cypriacis was established originally by Casey (1909) as one of the three subgenera of the genus Buprestis Linnaeus, 1758 (type species: Buprestis octoguttata Linnaeus, 1758) for classifying the North American species; it was upgraded to generic rank by Richter (1952) who established two more subgenera for the Palaearctic species of Buprestis. Kurosawa (1988) rearranged the generic and subgeneric classifications of the genus Buprestis and its allies classified by him as the Buprestis generic group, which were historically included by Obenberger (1941) (Cobos 1974 , Bellamy 1986 , 1991 or the Buprestis generic group (Kurosawa 1988 , Bellamy 1994 ; it was subsequently suggested by Volkovitsh (2001) that they constituted a separate generic group of tribal level, based upon a comparative morphological study of antennal structures using scanning electron microscopy; Levey & Bellamy (2013) described the genus Burnsiellus which belongs to the Buprestinae and may be relatively closely related to the Aglaostola branch of the Buprestinae, pointed out the similarity in the exposed anteclypeus between the Epistomentini, Zulubuprestis, Buprestis and its related genera, and did not think it is possible to draw any firm conclusions regarding the relationship of Neobuprestis to the Epistomentini and Buprestis and its related genera without a thorough cladistic analysis of the subfamily Buprestinae as a whole. Hołyński (1993) regarded Buprestina to be monogeneric subtribe containing a single genus Buprestis with a number of subgenera including
